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stylistic idiosyncracies in the ordinary way, yet here they have combined to produce a text
of uniform -excellence. This, of course, indicates editorial expertise of a high order.
Naturally the expert in a particular field will find matters of detail to criticize-this is
inevitable in a comprehensive textbook. For example (p. 82) osteoblasts are said to increase
by mitotic activity. They don't. Osteoblasts are always recruited from neighbouring
undifferentiated cells: the latter alone have the ability to divide. But this is a small point so
far as the general anatomist is concerned, albeit a very basic one for a worker in the field
of bone biology.
An attractive and useful feature of the book is the way structure and function, and
structure and clinical or pathological significance, are integrated in the text. Because of this
the reader cannot fail to realize that modern Human Anatomy is not simply a catalogue of
visual data about the body, but the very canvas on which his medical knowledge is tapestried.
Buying the new Big Cunningham for the student would be £9.00 well spent. Anatomy, like
all scientific disciplines, evolves new facts and concepts as the years go by: nevertheless the
medical man who owns this book will have an accurate, useful and friendly guide to one of
the major scientific bases of his craft for many years to come. J.J.P.
THROMBOEMBOLISM: Diagnosis and Treatment. Edited by V. V. Kakkar,
F.R.C.S.E., F.R.C.S., and A. J. Jouhar, M.B., M.R.C.S. (Pp. xii±241;
illustrated £3.50). Edinburgh and London: Churchill Livingstone, 1972.
THIS small book enables everyone interested in the field of thromboembolism to benefit
from a large volume of information and experience presented at a symposium held in Kings
College Hospital in 1971. The principles underlying thromboembolic disease, its diagnosis,
prevention, medical and surgical treatment are discussed. The initial chapter presents the
problem against a brief historical background, and stresses the lack of any predictive
laboratory test for the detection of insipient thrombosis. A valuable, comprehensive updated
bibliography is included. Subsequently the theory of hypercoagulability, and its role in
thromboembolism is presented in a lucid and philosophical manner. New concepts are then
presented in a thought provoking chapter by Fletcher et al. However, some background
knowledge of laboratory techniques would aid interpretation and understanding of this
section.
The problems of the diagnosis of venous thromboembolism are well presented, the Doppler
technique, radiological and isotope methods are discussed. The 1125 Fibrinogen test for the
diagnosis of deep vein thrombosis is given pride of place, and it is left to the participants
in the general discussion to reveal its limitations.
The study of Rheology has made an important contribution to the understanding of the
aetiology of thromboembolism. This aspect is highlighted in a chapter, which presents the
results of a collaboratiwe study carried out by a surgeon and a bio-medical engineer into
the changes in venous blood flow, before, during and after surgery. The follow up to this
is a discussion of the methods for prevention of post-operative deep vein thrombosis. This
section is of considerable practical value.
The final two parts are devoted to the medical and surgical treatment of deep vein
thrombosis and pulmonary embolism. The pros and cons of thrombolytic therapy, oral,
intravenous anticoagulant therapy and embolectomy are presented. The indications for each
are discussed and the results of several clinical trials are included. The physician, the surgeon
and the coagulationist will all find something to interest and stimulate them in this volume.
E.M.
INTRODUCITION TO CLINICAL MEDICINE. By R. R. H. Lovell, M.D.,
F.R.C.P. and A. C. Doyle, M.D., F.R.C.P. (Pp. ix+178. £1.70). Melbbourne
University Press (agents: International Scholarly Book Services, London), 1971.
THE ability to take an adequate history and carry out the physical examination of a patient
is a basic skill which should be taught in detail from the earliest moment of a student's
182introduction to patients. The appreciation and interpretation of these findings can only come
with experience but the medical student beginning his clinical course must learn as much
about their acquisition as the final year student, since these are the building blocks of much
of his education. It follows then that an introductory text to clinical skills must at least be
complete and not merely serve as a stepping stone to another more detailed text. In this
respect "An Introduction to Clinical Medicine" is inadequate. The early chapters on history
taking, general observations and examination of the integument are good, that on history
taking being particularly useful. However, the chapters relating to examination of the major
systems are not comprehensive enough and contain some misleading statements, e.g. that "a
pulsating liver may be found in congestive cardiac failure" without making it clear that such
a finding indicates tricuspid incompetence and is not found in uncomplicated heart failure.
There is not enough information presented to allow the student to understand findings such
as murmurs, the abnormalities of the jugular venous pressure, and hemiplegia to mention
but a few.
A number of excellent introductory books including "Clinical Examination", McLeod, and
"A Primer of Clinical Medicine", Papworth, are already available and the present text
cannot be recommended as a substitute for them.
J.J.C.
PRINCIPLES OF PATHOBIOLOGY. Edited by Mariano F. La Via and Rotla
B. Hill Jr. (Pp. xviii+281, Illustrated £3.25) London: Oxford University Press.
1972.
%
THE term "pathobiology" has replaced "general pathology" for the study of the fundamental
disturbances constituting disease in all living things. The foreword claims to present a concept
of disease as an abnormal biological process which differs quantitatively, rather than
qualitatively, from normal biological mechanisms. This permits a part of pathology to be
taught to medical students as part of their training in biology, and it is useful to expose
students of biology or zoology to the principles governing the variants of biological activity
known as disease. In some American schools such a "core" curriculum with very little
special human pathology has been adopted to allow time for electives and integrated or
interdisciplinary clinical studies.
This book by seven American and one Finnish author is an interesting and up-to-date
presentation. It includes much of the ultra-structure of the cell and some account of inflam-
mation, of host-parasite interaction and of immunity. Opinions may be divided on some
aspects of the presentation of neoplasia and the chapter on hereditary differentation and
development is disjointed and, like much of the book presents information which is interest-
ing in itself, but not always well integrated and is sometimes of doubtful relevance in the
context. Admittedly at present no one can be certain what is, or may be, relevant, but much
data can obscure ideas.
The student well trained in biology will find this book interesting. Others may find parts
of it no more inspiring than generations of students found cloudy swelling and fatty infiltra-
tion, and in the years to come parts of it will be no more relevant. The interest andl excitee-
ment of studying the response of the whole organism to disease is missing and an introduction
more related to the response of the patient may better stimulate and interest the average
medical student. J.E.M.
THE EYE IN GENERAL PRACTICE by C. R. S. Jackson, M.A., D.M.(Oxon.),
D.O.M.S.. F.R.C.S. Sixth Edition. (Pp. ix+ 174; figs 48, £2.00). Edinburgh and
London: Churchill Livingstone, 1972.
THIS short and lucid statement of the facts of ophthalmology has again proved its acceptability
to those for whom it is designed, by reaching its sixth edition since it was originally published
in 1957. As an introduction to the subject or for a quick reference to a point of interest it
can be strongly recommended. Of a convenient size, well printed and illustrated, as appropri-
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